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WITHNELL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
ANNUAG REPORT, 


To The Chairman & Members of the 
Withnell Urban District Council, 


lir, Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report of the Health and Sanitary 
circumstances of the Urban District of Withnell, for the year ended 3lst December, 
1962. 


With regard to the vital statistics, the mmber of live births assigned to the 
district was 38, a decrease of 9 compared with 1961, The Birth Rate for the District 
was, therefore, 13.4 (adjusted 14.9) per 1,000 estimated population. The birth rates 
for England & Wales and the County of Lancaster were 18.0 and 18,28 respectively. 


There were 3 stillbirths during the year, compared with 1 in 1961. 


The number of deaths assigned to the district for the year 1962 was 36, 5 less 
than the previous year. The Death rate per 1,000 estimated population was therefore, 
12.7 (adjusted 12.9). Those for England and Wales and the County of Lancaster being 
11.9 and 14,27 respectively. The most common causes of death were llalignant Disease, 
Heart Disease and Vascular Digease of the Nervous System. 


There was 1 death from respiratory tubcrculosis, which should serve as a reminder 
that although tremendous advances have been made in its treatment, the control and 
prevention of the disease still presents a challenge, especially the detection of the 
patient who is mis—diagnosed as a "Chronic Bronchitic". 


Turning now to the Infant Mortality Rate - i.e, deaths of infants under 1 year 
of age, there was, as in the previous year, 1 death during the year, giving an infant 
Mortality Rate of 26.3 per 1,000 live births compared with 21.3 in 1961, 


I am pleased to report that there were no m-ternal deaths during the year. 


40 cases of infectious diseases were notified during the year, compared with 24 
in the previous year. In both years, measles was by far the most common disease 
notified, 


No cases of poliomyelitis, diphtheria or tuberculosis were notified during the 
yeale 


As a result of an outbreak of smallpox in the country, there was a large demand 
for vaccination against this disease. Primary vaccination of infants is now recommended 
to be done between the age of 1 — 2 years, and is a protective measure which should 
not be neglected, 


Turning to other aspects likely to affect the health of the comunity, one must 
make reference to concern regarding treatment of the water supply. As a matter of 
urgency, steps are being taken to deal with this important matter. Further details of 
this and other aspects of enviromental hygiene are dealt with in the body of the report.. 


In conclusion I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Chairman and liembers for 
the kind consideration given to Dr. Doherty and myself at all times, liy thanks are 


also due to ifr, Grimes, Clerk of the Council, and to lir, Carr, Public Health Inspector, 
and the Council staff for their willing co-operation during the year, 


I remain, 


Your Obedient Servant, 


Medical Officer of Health, 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA. 
mCTION A. 

The area of the District is 4, 190 acres, The population figure at the 1951 
Ceneus was 2,923. For 1962 tle Rezistrar Goncral calculated the population as 
2,340. The Rateable Valuc wasg27,159 and a penny rate produced £107. 

The Chief industries are Paper ‘aking, Quarrying, Saw llills and Cotton Iimlls, 
There has been no change in social conditions, 

VITAL STATISTICS. 
BIRTHS, Male Female Total 
1. LIVE BIRTHS, 
Legitimate 4 20 37 
Illegitimate NiL } 2 
Live Birth Rate per 
1,000 population 
Crude 13.4 
Adjusted 14.9 (England & Vales 18.0) 
2. STILL BIRTHS. 
Legitinate 2 i 3 
Illegitimate NIL NIL NIL 
Still Birth Rate per 
1,000 Live and Still Births 73.2 (England & Wales 18.1) 
Total Live & Still Births. 41 
3. INFANT DSATHS. 
Legitimate NIL a 1 
Illegitimate NIL NIL NIL 


A. INFANT VORTALITY RATE 
PSR 1,000 LIV! BIRTHS 26.3 (England & Yalws 21.4) 


5. NGO NATAL MORTALITY RATE 

PER 1,000 LIV BIRTHS NIL (England & Vales 15.1.) 
6. PERINATAL “ORTALITY RATS 

PER 1,000 TOTAL BIRTHS 13.26 
7. HATORNAL DEATHS 


(including abortion) NIL 


8. MATERNAL UORTALITY RATE PER 
1,000 LIV] .NpD STILL BIRTHS NIL (Ingland & Wales 0.35) 
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DEATHS. ifale Female Total 


1, ALL CAUSES. 18 18 36 
Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population Crude 18.7 ADJUSTED 12.9 

2. RESPIRATORY T.B. 1 NIL 1 
Rate per 1,000 estimate population 0.35 

3, JWALIGHANT NEOPLASMS. 4 3 i 


Rate per estimated 1,000 population 2.46 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2018 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o30288149 
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COMPARATIVGG TABLE OF VITAL STATISTICS, 
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ADJUSTED Live Birth Rate 


ADJUSTED Death Rate 


ENGLAND & WAL@S. 


Live Birth Rate 
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Maternal Infant liortality 
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(comparability factor 1.11) 14.9 per 1,000 est. pop. 
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(comparability factor 1.01) 12.9 per 1,000 est. pop. 


18.0 per 1,000 home papulation 
11.9 per 1,000 home population 
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ANALYSIS OF CAUSE OF DEATH 


CAUSE fied: m MALE FEMALE TOTAL 
1. TUBERCULOSIS, RESPIRATORY 1 “ 1 
10.  ifALIGUANT NEOPLAS. STOMACH 1 = 1 
13.  IALIGNANT NEOPLASM, UTERUS = 1 1 
14. OTHER ifALIGNANT & LYMPHATIC NEOPLASIUS 3 2 5 
17. VASCULAR LESIONS OF NERVOUS SYSTHi 3 6 9 
18. CORONARY DISEASE, ANGINA 6 1 T 
20. OTHER HEART DISEASE ~ 1 1 
21. OTHER CIRCULATORY DISEASE 1 1 2 
23. #PNEUMONTIA 1 ~ 1 
24, BRONCHITIS 2} A 4 
26. ULCER OF STOMACH AND DUODENUL 1 = 1 
29. HYPERPLASIA OF PROSTATE 7 z 1 
2. OTHER DEFINED OR ILL-DEFINED DISEASES - 1 
4. ALL OTHIR ACCIDENTS 1 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HSALTH SERYICES FOR THE ARDA. 


Medical Officer of Health — Dr. dis Walker, LeDes elieins L.D.5S.,; BsPihas DF sDiey 


Other Public Appointments. 


if.O0.H. Chorley Borough 
ii.O.H. Leyland U.D.C. 

M.0.H. Longridge U.D.C. 
M.O.H. Preston U.D.C. 

11.0.H. Chorley U.D.C. 

li.O.H. Adlington U.D.C. 
ii.O.H. Fulwood U.D.C. 

if.0.H. Walton—le—Dale U.D.C. 


Divisional licdical Officer to the Health Division No.4. 


Lancashire County Council, 


HEALTH INSPECTOR. Cecil Hilary Carr. 
A Part Time Officer holding the appointment as Surveyor. 


LABORATORY SERVICS. 
The Public Health Laboratory, Preston is available for 
the examination of specimens for the diagnosis of cases of 
infectious discase and for patholyical specimens for 
ordinary disease. 


Similar use of this laboratory is made for the bacteriolgical 
examination of sauples of milk, wator and ice-cream, etc, 


CHEST CLINIC. 
The Chest Clinic is at 34, St. Thomas's Road, Chorley. 
This clinic is a consultant clinic for all Chest concitions,. 


VENERBAL DISEASE CLINIC. 
Heald at Preston Royal Infirmary, Rlackburn Royal Infirmary, 
and the Digenostic Clinic, Civic Contre, Bolton, and the 
Wigan Royal Infinruary. 


HOSPITAL FACILITIES, 
Choricy & District Hospital. 
Haves Lane Hospital, Chorley. 
Preston Royal Infirnary. 
Blackburn Royal Infirmary. 
Sharoe Green Hospitel, Preston. 
Isolation Hospital, Deepdale, Preston, 
Heath Charnock Hospital. 
All administered by the appropriate Hospital lianagement 
Committees under the Manchester Regional Hospital Board. 
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COUNTY HiaLTH AND 'SLFARE SERVICES. 


These services are administered by the Lancashire County Council. 
AUTBULANCE FACILITIES. 


Provided by the Lancashire County Council Ambulance Service. (Chorley 
Depot) ~ Telephone Chorley 2744. 


ITIDVIFERY AND 
NURSING IN THS HOI. 


There is one District Nurse/ilidwife practising in the area. She is “rs. D. 
Wiggans, 45, Kenyon Lane, Heapey, Nr. Chorley. (Tel. No. Brinseuli 227.) 


TREATMENT CLINIC FOR 
SCHOOLCHILDREN, 


The "iinor Ailment'! clinic is held at Collison Avenue, Chorley, Ancillary 
School Clinics (Orthopoalic Dental and Eye etc.) are held at Chorley and attended 
by Practitioners of Specialist Status. Attendance by appointment via School Medical 
Staff. 


Ante Natal Clincis and Post Natal Clinics. 


These clinics are held on Thursdays at (10.a.m.) at Collison Avenue, Chorley. 
They are attended by a Consultant obstvirician. No appointment is needed for the first 
visit. 


Maternity Beds. 


Normalaccxt.odation is available at Chorley District Hospital and Faves Lane 
Hospital, Chorley. Other Hospitals are .1lso available. 


Child Welfare. 


A child welfare clinic is held fortnightly (Tuesday 2Ap.n. ) at the Withnell 
Conservative Club, and is attended fortnightly by a Medical Officer (Dr. O'Neil) 
of the Lancashire County Council, as well as the County Health Visitor. Ministry of 
Health Welfare Foods and other proprietary baby foods may be obtained from this 
clinic. 


Health Visitors. 


The County's Health Visitor for the area is Nurse Lamb who is available to give 
advise on all the County Health and Welfare Services. 


Hone Holps. 


A Home Help Service in cases of sickness, Maternity and Old Age is available 
in the area. Application for Home Helps should be made to the Divisional Health 
Officer, 55, Victoria Road, Fulwood, Preston. (Telephone Preston 77263.) 


Poliomyelitis Vaccination, 


Vaccination against Poliomyelitis is given 2-4 St. Thomas's Road, Chorley, each 
Tuesday from 12 noon to 2.p.m. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


The number of persons on the Tuberculosis Register at the end of the year was 
Types of Tuberculosis 1962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957 


Respiratory : 15 16 16 10 15 15 
Non Respiratory NIL 1 1 NIL NIL NIL 
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HOSPITAL ACCO}ODATION. 


Infectious Diseases were admitted to the Joint Hospital at Deepdale when necessary. 


Smallpox cases. ~— there were none — would have been admitted to the Ainsworth 
Hospital at Busy.’ 


Notifiable b 


Disease TOTAL CASES NOTIFIED 


i Total 
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Age Periods ~ Years 
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Drainage and Sewerare, 


There are two Sewerage Works with settlement tanks and sprinklers and one 
with settlement tanks and contact beds, the effluent being dealt with by land 
irrigation. The only areas without proper drainage systems are isolated farms 
and premises which are a considerable distance from any sewer. Improvements were 
carried out at Withnell Fold, and it is proposed to reconstruct Abbey Village Sewerage 
Works in the near future, 


Closet Accomodation at the end of 196. 


Privy Middens None 
Pail Closets 30 
Dry Ashpits a 
Moveable Ashbins 920 


Waste Water Closets 18 
Fresh Water Closets 999 
Houses on Water 

Carriage System 844 


During the year 10 pail closots and 2 waste water closets were converted 
to fresh water closets. 


Public Cleansing. 


The collection and disposal of house refuse was carricd out weekly by 
the Council. The refuse was collected by motor lorry and disposed of by controlled 
tipping at Brinscall and Ollerton Fold, 


Sanitary Inspection, 


The number of inspections for nuisances and for defects during the year 
was 269 and 210 found to be defectives 10 informal notices were served, thore 
were no legal proceedings. 193 defects were abated at the year end. 


VERMIN . 
No infestations of insects were found, although the old houses of all 
the new tenants of Council houses were inspected. Tenants who are apt to become 


lethargic are visited regularly and encouraged to keep their houses clean and tidy. 


One of the sewerage attendants acts part-time as pest officer. His work 
is summabised as follows. 
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Houses Farms Other premises 
Inspections SUL ee eh ary i2 
Rat_ infestations found and treated 30 2 9 
Sewers 1 Block treatment of all manholes 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


Milk Production. 


Under the ililk and Daries Regulations 1949 inspection and supervision 
of milk production is the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food. The Local Authority is responsible for the Cleanliness and 
safety of the milk retailed in the District. 


MILK SAMPLES. 


THOT SATISFACTORY. UNSATISFACTORY. 
Biological for T.B. 3 = 
Brucellosis 11 2 
Methylene Blue Raw Milk ~ - 
Phosphatase ~_ - 
Methylene Blue Heat Treated liilk ~ - 
Turbidity ~ = 

14 2 


Meat and Other Foods. 


7 Shops are registered as selling meat. Meat is brought direct as there 
is no private slaughterhouse in the distriét. Tinned meat, fruit and vegetables 
were inspected and in cases were necessary were valuntarily surrendered for 
condemation. No statutory action was necessary. All food premises were inspected. 


CONDEMNED FOODS. 


FOOD. QUANTITY. 
Salmon 8 oZ8. 
Tomatoes 4 lbs 14 ozs. 
Pears 17 lbs 13 ozs. 
Chopped Pork 2 lbs 
Pineapple 2 lbs 
Steak Nee Mal 
Lamb Chops ding Ms) 


Ice Cream, 


All ice cream sold is pre-packed. No samples of ice cream were taken for 
analysis under the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulation. Visits were paid to the 
21 shops registered for selling ice cream. 


Water Supply. 


The supply is obtained for the Liverpool Corporation Waterworks 
Undertaking from Withnell Reservoir (upland surface water). 

875 dwelling houses and an estimated population of 2,720 persons are 
supplied with this water. 

39 bacteriological etamination of water were carried out during the year 
of which 30 were satisfactory and 9 were unsatisfactory. The unsatisfactory reports 
were followed up and were found to be due to fluctuation in chlorination due to 
the poor state of the chlorination plant. A new plant is on order and is expected 
early in the new year. 

Several complaints have been received about the colour of the water 
which is due to the high acidity of the water and urgent consideration is being 
given to the treatment of this water, and a soda ash treatment plant is to be 
installed next year. 

4 new houses were mnnected to the public mains making a total of 875 houses | 
with an estimated population of 2,720. There are still 28 houses with an estimated 
population of 80 which have private supplies from springs. 
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4 
SCHOOLS. 


The total number of schools in the dis rict -t the end of 1962 was 5- 
Sonitary Conditions of schools at the end of the yerrée 


(a) Number of schools with unsatisfrctory yard surface NONE 


(bd) Sanitary accommodation Number of schools with (1) Fresh water closets 5. 
(2) Waste water closet only. NIL. 3 Trough Closets NIL. 
i Pail Closets only. NIL. (5) Privy Closets NIL. 
6) Other types. NIL. 
Cc ainage — No. of schools wi ainage to i= 
(c) Drai No. of schools with drainag 
(1) Public Sewer 5 (2) Private Treatment Works.NIL. 
(d) Refuse Disposal — No. of Schools with:~ 
(1) Dustbins 5 (2) Dry Ashpits NIL. 
e) Water Supply —- No. of Schools with:— 
(1) Public Mains 5 (2) Private Supply. NIL. 


No of private supplies (e) (2) considered unsatisfactory NIL 


f) No of schools where facilities are considered unsatisfactory for (1) washing ONE 
(2) Drinking NIL. 


chool Meals, 


Dining facilities and washing facilities are improving gradually in the schools 
hroughout the district, 


OUSIN’ AND HOUSING CONDITIONS . 


4 new bungalows were built at Lodge Bank, No Council houses were built during the 
are 

269 inspections were made for housing defects. There are now 65 houses which are 
ot capable at reasonable expense of being rendered fit and 33 unfit houses which are 
apable of being rendered fit. A number of unfit houses have been improved by varipus 
ounts ranging from water closet conversions to full bathrooms thus reducing the need 
or the provision of extra Council houses, The most urgent need at the moment being the 
rovision of housing for the elderly. 


There are still 4 occupied back-to-back houses, 2 obstructive buildings, 30 houses 
ith pail closets and 18 houses with waste water closets in the district. 

There are no back—to-earth houses, underground rooms, common lodging houses or 
anal boats, used for human habitation. All houses have an internal water supply and 
eparate closet accommodation. 

There is very little overcrowding in houses, exceptwhere married sons and 
aughters can not find homes of their own. 
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Factories and Workshops. 


There are 24 ilechanical Factories and 3 non-mechanical factories in the district. 
30 inspections were carried out and 1 contravention noted regarding cleanliness. 


Swimming Baths & Pool. 


The Council own the Brinscall Swimaing Pool, which is 75'by 25 '. 5 slipper 
baths and 1 stean bath available. Separate water closets are provided for each 
sex,Bathers have to use the spray baths before entering the swimming pool. The 
water is drawn from the public main, heated by an oil fired boiler, circulated once 
in 6 hours through 3 pressure sand filtors and treated with sodium carbonate and 
chlorino. Samples are taken twice daily to ensure that the water has been adequately 
chlorinated, 2 bacteriologival examinations were taken, one satisfactory and one 
unsatisfactory. 1 Chemical analysis was taken and found to be satisfactory. Repairs 
were carried out to the boiler and pump. 


Vaccination and Immunisation, 


Smallpox Vaccinations 227 Complete Vaccinations. ) 
86 Revaccinations 
Polio Vaccinations 13 Conplete Vaccinations. 


45 Reinforcement injections. 
29 Oral ( Complete Vacc, 3 doses.) 
131 Reinforcement of Oral Vaccinations, 


Chi,laren Baan Se against Diphtheria Only vl 
x Diphtheria,W/Cough & Tetanus 
(Combined ) 20 
" . " Dip and Tetanus (Combined) 10 
Cher immunised against Diphtheria Only 17 Reinforcements. 
" Dip,W/Cough & Tetanus 
(Combined ) 5 af 


Hs ss Dip & Tetanus (Combined) 12 or 
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i Number of cases in which defects | unber of | 

Particulars : were found cases in 
{which pro- 

; Found Remedigd Referred Teet he 

| (1 2 3 

i 


fn P88stex (4)) Enspettor (5); were 4095/6) 


| Inaffective drainage of 


floors (S. oF lot ae | NIL | 
ee Conveniences(S.7.) | 
i Insufficient. ..scecce NIL 
Unsuitable or 

(c) Not seperate for 
oo ae NIL 


, Other offences against 
the Act (not including 


| | 

a BOLeC Tl VOeesececcne NIL 
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offences relating to | 
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| Outwork) cessccceccerevee | NIL 
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Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1937. 


1 — INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health ( including inspections 
made by Public Health Inspectors, 


i i a" ; G Number of 
! ' Number srr ME 
Premises on Inspections Written .Occupiers 
Register notices Prosecuted 
Serey Vo 1am A) mig (5) 
: (1) PN: Regret ren eee eee OR ee Te t { 
aap ie tect chr . | | 
| (1) Factorios in which Sections 1,2, ‘ 
NI NIG 3 
394, and 6 are to be enforced by 3 ‘ oe om 
(2) Local Authorities @eeeveorveveeeveeee t 
Factories not included in (1) in t 
4 which fection 7 in enforced by NII | 
the Local Authority @ereeersecrceoeees =! e4 eae tebe het Pompey hes ae a : 
i | 


(3) Other premises in which Section 7 
is enforced by the Local Authority | } : 
i (excluding out-workers! premises).. NIL oe NEG | NIL : # NIL . 


= SS ee ee | 
eee ar = — ater oy Meena, erpemnrny recent EAR SUSI oes + meng) rene ence n eae aE * 


TOTAL af | 30 NIL - NIL 
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¢ — Cases in which DEFUCTS were found 
(If defocts are discovered at the premises on two, three or more seperate 
ecsasions they should be reckoned as two, three or more "cases" ) 


Number of casos in which defects 
were found Number of cases 
oo : Pia. Skt As Ee SOR a. PR in which 
oe as : Referred prosecutions 
; Found  Remedied to H.H. By HM. , were instituted 
i ‘ “Inspector Inspector’ 
| oe STAs pa PU ties re cy aa a CO 
j Want of Cleanliness (S.1) 1 ' Ege ase IIL i NIL 
| > soon ae ee ee te 
} Overcrowding (8.2) .... ' wr, i . mL by Le UEP ONT, | NIL 
i i 4 ‘ 
: F as ae alee 
' Unreasonable temperature » ‘ 
SES) PS ie aoe NIL © wip Nie. NG NIL | 
Inadequate ventilation ‘ 
eer at ee wtiae sk) ANIA ~. Y NIL NIL  j : NIL 
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